
7Vo l ume  11  •  Numbe r  1  •  Ma r ch  2 003  |  ACO

E d i t o r i a l
Can we believe what we read?  As practitioners and researchers we trust in good faith that the information
presented within our professional journals is a true and accurate representation of the authors’ work; be it a
substantive review of the literature on a particular area, or the use of previous research to support the clinical
findings of an interesting case.  As authors, we are responsible for the verification of our sources.  It is far too
easy to read an abstract or a paper and take the information at face value rather than appraise the work with a
critical eye.  As clinicians out in the field this is often all there is time for.  It is when we use this information
that we must question its accuracy.  Are we using second, third or fourth sources to highlight our points and if
this is the case, can we rely on the accuracy of interpretation by subsequent authors from the original paper?

Authors must take ownership of the material they are presenting and show due diligence in building and
validating their arguments.  It is easy to showcase material without deep reflection as to the quality of the
methods and interpretation of results used.  The use of highly skilled authors and reviewers is a step [to
overcome this problem] that I am implementing as Editor of Australasian Chiropractic & Osteopathy (ACO).
This step involves the canvassing of experienced clinical researchers and practitioners to write clinically
relevant articles to share experience, research findings, critical reviews and ideas.  The next step is to have
these papers reviewed by qualified experts from within the Chiropractic and Osteopathic professions and
relevant experts closely affiliated with them.  While it may be challenging for inexperienced prospective
authors it is expected that this process will continue to enhance the quality and reputation of the journal both
within and outside our professions.

Quite often the quality of a profession is judged by the quality of their publications.  This is especially true
for those who view our professions from the outside and comment on their clinical and scientific basis.  The
change to incorporate more clinically relevant papers is hoped to improve an already impressive professional
College and journal.

This process of publishing clinically relevant papers by individuals is not designed to stifle critical and creative
thought, but to promote it within the readership.  I hope this will encourage you all to think about the material
presented, how it reflects current practice and whether it challenges new approaches.  The editorial team
envisage future articles that, where possible, will be grouped in themes over the coming issues with guest
editorials highlighting the relevance of these areas to clinical practice.  We are still seeking the submission of
research and clinically based articles and reviews from the profession and strongly encourage those willing to
do so.  A diverse and vibrant approach to the sharing of knowledge is something that will promote our
professions both locally and internationally.

ACO is committed to the production of a clinically relevant journal that is both useful and informative to the
practitioner.  It is the profession that drives this improvement.  Clinical and practical usefulness is a measure
by which ACO must be gauged.  For this to occur feedback is vital.  I would encourage all who have a view on
a paper to write and express your opinions and thoughts.  I would also be interested in suggestions from
readers of topic areas for future ACO editions.

This ACO journal edition marks the first in Chiropractic & Osteopathic College of Australasia (COCA)’s new
look corporate image, as highlighted by a change in design for the conference brochures and COCA News.  As
the new journal editor I believe the scheme selected by the editorial panel gives a vibrant look to ACO and
reflects the professionalism of the College.  I will endeavour to work closely with the sub-editorial group to
maintain the clinically relevant focus of the journal.  My background is as an academic and researcher within
the Osteopathic Medicine course at Victoria University.  While I am neither a Chiropractor nor an Osteopath,
I believe my close association with these clinical professions and my research background can assist the
advancement of the journal.  I look forward to feedback and commentary from the College members as a
professional group to assist us in our fulfilment of these ideals.
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